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them oftheir Share in the Happinefs of the Com. 
munity. [hey may conclude that His Majefty, 
in Spite of any Oppofition they can form againit 
him, will maintain his yuft Authority over them; 
and whatever Uneafinefs they may give them- 
felves, they can create none in him, excepting 
only becaufe they prevent him trem exerting 
equally his natural Goednefs and Benevolence 
to every Subject in his Dominions. 


SS ES SRS 
N°.25. kriday, March 17. 





Quid eft Sapientie? femper idem velle atque idem 
nolle. Senec. 


[ we may believe the Obfervation which 1s 
made of us by Foreigners, there is no Nw 
tion in Europe fo much given to Change 4s the 
Englifo. There are fome who afcribe this to 
the Ficklenefs of our Climate; and Others to 
the Freedom of our Government. From one 
or both of thefe Caufes their Writers derive that 
Variety of Humours which appears among the 
People in general, and that Inconfiftency of Cha- 
rater which is to be found in almoft every pat- 
ticular Perfon. But as a Man fhould always 
be upon his Guard again{t the Vices to which he 
is moft expofed, fo we fhould take a more than 
ordinary Care not to lie at the Mercy of the 
Weather in our moral Condu@, nor to make 
2 capricious Ufe of that Liberty which we ¢n- 


, Joy by the Happinefs of our Civil Conftite- 
tion. 
This 

















136 The Free-Ho per. 


them oftheir Share in the Happinefs of the Com. 
munity. [hey may conclude that His Majefty, 
in Spite of any Oppofition they can form againit 
him, will maintain his yuft Authority over them; 
and whatever Uneafinefs they may give them- 
felves, they can create none in him, excepting 
only becaufe they prevent him trem exerting 
equally his natural Goednefs and Benevolence 
to every Subject in his Dominions. 


SS ES SRS 
N°.25. kriday, March 17. 





Quid eft Sapientie? femper idem velle atque idem 
nolle. Senec. 


[ we may believe the Obfervation which 1s 
made of us by Foreigners, there is no Nw 
tion in Europe fo much given to Change 4s the 
Englifo. There are fome who afcribe this to 
the Ficklenefs of our Climate; and Others to 
the Freedom of our Government. From one 
or both of thefe Caufes their Writers derive that 
Variety of Humours which appears among the 
People in general, and that Inconfiftency of Cha- 
rater which is to be found in almoft every pat- 
ticular Perfon. But as a Man fhould always 
be upon his Guard again{t the Vices to which he 
is moft expofed, fo we fhould take a more than 
ordinary Care not to lie at the Mercy of the 
Weather in our moral Condu@, nor to make 
2 capricious Ufe of that Liberty which we ¢n- 


, Joy by the Happinefs of our Civil Conftite- 
tion. 
This 











































_ 
a 


i 
> UIQ aq 


a 
WI 


Sue 


The FREE-HOLDER. 137 


This Inftability of Temper ought in a parti- 
cular Manner to be check’d, when it fhews it- 
felf in Political Affairs, and difpofes Men to 
wander from one Scheme of Government to 
another : Since fuch a Ficklenefs of Behavi- 
our in publick Meafures, cannot but be attend- 
ed with very fatal Effects to our Countrey. 

In the firft Place; It hinders any great Un- 
dertaking, which requires Length of Time for 
its Accomplithment, from being brought to its 
due Perfection. There is not any Inftance in 
Hiftory which better confirms this Obfervation, 
than that which is ftill frefh in every one’s Me- 
mory. We engaged in the late War with a 
Delign to reduce an exorbitant Growth of 
Power in the moft Dangerous Enemy to Great- 
Brita. We gained a long and wonderful Se- 
ries of Victories, and had {carce any Thing left 
todo, but to reap the Fruits of them: When 
onafudden our Patience failed us; we grew 
tired of our Undertaking; and received Terms 
from thofe, who were upon the Point of giv- 
ing us whatever we could have demanded of 
them. 

This Mutability of Mind in the Ezgli/b, makes 
the ancient Friends of our Nation very back- 
ward to engage with us in fuch Alliances as 
are neceflary for our mutual Defence and Se- 
curity. It ts a common Notion among Fo- 
reigners, that the Exgli/h are good Confederates 
i an Enterprize which may be difpatched with- 
ina fhort Compafs of Time; but that they are 
hot to be depended upon in a Work which 
cannot be finifhed without Conftancy and Per- 
feverance. Our late Meafures have fo blemi- 
fhed the National Credit in this Particular, that 
thofe Potentates who are entered into —_— 
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with His prefent Majefty, have been folely cn. 
couraged to it by their Confidence in His per. 
fonal Firmnefs and Integrity. 

I need not, after this, fuggeft to my Reader 
the Ignominy and Reproach that falls upon 4 
Nation, which diftinguifhes it {elf among its 
Neighbours by fuch a wavering and unfettled 
Condud. 

This our Inconfiftency in the Purfuit of 
Schemes which have been thoroughly digetted, 
has as bad an Influence on our Domeftick as 
on our Foreign Affairs. We are told, that the 
I'amous Prince of Conde ufed to ask the Engl) 
Embafiador, upon the Arrival of a Mail, Wiv 
was Secretary of State in England by that Pot 
as a Piece of Raillery upon the Ficklenels ot 
our Politicks. But what has render’d this a 
Misfortune to our Countrey, is, that Publick 
Minifters have no fooner made themfelves 
Matters of their Bufinefs, than they have been 
difmiffed from their Employments; and that 
this Difgrace has befallen very many of them, 
not becaufe they have deferved it, but becaule 
the People love to fee new Faces in High Potts 
of Honour. 

_ It is a double Misfortune to a Nation, which 
is thus given to Change, when they have a 0° 
veraign at the Head of them, that is prone [0 
fall in with all the Turns and Veerings of the 
People. Salluft, the Graveft of all the Aoman 
Hiftorians, who had form’d his Notions of Re- 
gal Authority from the Manner in which he 
{aw it exerted among the Barbarous Nations, 
makes the following Remark : Plerumque Re- 
gie Voluntates, uti vehementes, fic mobiles, jape 
tpfe fibi advorfe. The Wills of Kings, as they 
are generally vehement, are likewife very fickle, 
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sad at different Times oppofite to themfelves. 
Were there any Colour tor this general Ob- 
fervation, how much does it redound to the 
Honour of fuch Princes who are Exceptionis 
to it! 

The natural Confequence of an unfteady Go- 
vernment, is the perpetuating of Strife and F'ac- 
tion among a divided People. Whereas a King 
who perlifts in thofe Schemes which He has 
laid, and has no other View in them but the 
Good of His Subjeéts, extinguifhes all Hopes 
of Advancement in thofe who would grow 
Great by an Oppofition to His Meafures, and 
infenfibly unites the Contending Parties in their 
Common Intereft. 

Queen Ekzabeth, who. makes the greateft Fi- 
gure among our Fagli/h Soveraigns, was mott 
eminently remarkable for that Steadinefs and 
Uniformity which ran through all Her Adti- 
ons, during that long and Glorious Reign. She 
kept up to Her chofen Motto in every Part of 
Her Life; and never loft Sight of thofe Great 
Ends, which She propofed to Herfelf on Her 
Acceffion to the Throne, the Happinefs of Her 
People, and the ftrengthening of the Protettant 
Intereft, She often interpofed Her Royal Au- 
thority tobreak the Cabals which were forming 
againft her F'irft Minifters, who grew old and 
died in thofe Stations which they filled with 
fo great Abilities. By this Means the batfited 
the many Attempts of her foreign and domettick 

nemies, and entirely broke the whole Force 
and Spirit of that Party among her Subjccts, 
Which was popithly affected, and which wasnot 
a little Formidable in the Beginning of her 

eign, 
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The frequent Changes and Alterations ip 
publick Proceedings, the Multiplicity of Schemes 
introduced one upon another, with the Variety 
of fhort-lived Favourites, that prevailed in their 
feveral Turns under the Government of Her 
succeflors, have by Degrees broken us into thofe 
unhappy Diftinétions and Parties, which have 
given fo much Uneatinefs to our Kings, and fo 
often endangered the Safety of their People. 

I queftion not but every Impartial Reader hath 
been before-hand with me, in confidering on this 
Occafion, the Happinefs of our Countrey under 
the Government of his prefent Majctty ; whois 
fo defervedly Famous for an infiexible Ache- 
rence to thofe Counfels which have a ville 
Tendency to the publick Good, and to thole 
Perfons who heartily concur with Him in pro- 
moting thefe His generous Defigns. 

A Prince of this Charaéter will be dreaded 
by his Enemies, and ferved with Courage and 
Zeal by his Friends; and will either inftrudtus 
by his Example, to fix the Unfteadinels ot our 
Politicks, or by his Conduét, hinder it from 
doing us any Prejudice. 

Upon the Whole, as there is no Temper of 
Mind more unmanly in a private Perfon, not 
more pernicious to the Publick in a Member 
ofa Community, than that Changeablenefs with 
which we are too juftly branded by all our 
Neighbours, it is to be hoped that the found 
Part of the Nation will give no farther Occall- 
On for this Reproach, but continue fteady to that 
happy Ettablifhment which has now taken place 
among us. And as Obftinacy in Prejudices which 
are detrimental to our Countrey, ought not to 
be miftaken for that virtuous Refolution and 
Firmuefs of Mind which is neceflary to ov 
Preker- 
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